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Once there was a tree...
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And every day
the boy

would come

Hok ok

Va ngay nao
cau cling dén

choi voi cay
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gather

roi

her leaves
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and make them
into crowns

and play king of the forest.
Aok

két thanh

mi mién

dé choi tro vua rirng xanh.
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He would climb up her trunk
*kok

Cau cling thuong treo 1én cay
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and swing from her branches

Fokok

va dung dua dudi vom la
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and eat apples.
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~C e would pla
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And when

he was tired,
he would sleep
in her shade.
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Khi tham mét,
cau nhoéc
nam ngu

dudi bong cay.
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And the boy loved the tree...

sk ke

Va cdu bé cling yéu quy cay...
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very much.

/ Hokok

yéu rat nhiéu.

And the tree was happy.

sk K

Va cdy cam thdy hanh phuc.
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But time went by.

koK

Thoi gian thim thoét thoi dua.
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And the boy grew older.
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And the tree was often alone.
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Then one day the boy came to the tree, and the tree said,
“Come, Boy, come and climb up my trunk and swing from
my branches and eat apples and play in my shade and be

happy.”
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“I am too big to climb and play,” said the boy.

“I want to buy things and have fun. I want some money. Can
you give me some money?”

“I’m sorry,” said the tree, “but I have no money. I have only
leaves and apples. Take my apples, Boy, and sell them in the
city. Then you will have money and you will be happy.”

kK

Mot ngay no, cau bé dén bén cay va cay noi: “Lai day hdi con,
hay lai day leo 1én théan ta, dung dua dudi nhiing tan 14, an trai
va vui choi dudi bong cua ta.”

“Con 16n r61 va khong thé leo tréo dua choi nira,” cdu bé noi.
“Con can mua nhi€u thir d€ vui choi. Con can mdt it tién. Cay
cho con tién chu?”

“Ta xin 101,” cay ndi, “Ta khong c¢6 tién. Ta chi co 1a va trai
ngot. Con hay hai trai dem vao thi tran ban. Roi con s€ c6 tién

va s€ dugc hanh phuc.”

67
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And so the boy climbed up the
tree and gathered

her apples

and carried them away.

And the tree was happy.
Hkok

Thé la

cau bé

treo 1én cay

hai hét trai mang di.

Va cdy cam thay hanh phuc.
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Nhung rorcamsedai ra di bién biét... Va cay lai
But the boy stayed away for a long 3
u sau.
time... And the tree was sad.

R61 mot ngay kia, cdu bé quay vé va cdy rung

And then one day the boy came back canh mung rd. Cay ndi: “Lai day hdi con, hdy

and the tree shook with joy and she treo Ién than ta va dung dua dudi canh cua ta.”

said, “Come, Boy, climb up my trunk

; “Con ban qué khong thé tréo cdy dugc.”
and swing from my branches and i & FE
be happy.” “Con can mot ngdi nha dé sudi 4m,” cau néi.
“I am too busy to climb trees”, said the “Con mudn ¢6 vg va c6 con, vi vdy con can mjt
boy. ngoi nha. Nguoi hdy cho con mgt ngdi nha nhé?”
“I want a house to keep me warm,” said Ta khong ¢6 nha,” cdy ndi. “Rung la nha cua
the boy. “I want a wife and I want chil- ta, con con, hdy chat nhirng nhanh cua ta ma lam

\ A ~ ro .99
dren, and so I need a house. Can you nha. Roi con s& hanh phic.

R \ give me a house?”
“I have no house,” said the tree. “The

: forest is my house, but you may cut off
@ my branches and build a house. Then
you Wl” be happy-” And so the boy cut off

her branches

and carried them away

N
—
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to build his house.

ok

Va ciu bé chit tat ca

canh cay,

mang chung di

dé dung ngdi nha cho minh.
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And the tree was happy.

* kK

Va cay cam thay hanh phic.
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But the boy stayed away for a long time.

And when he came back, the tree was so happy she could
hardly speak.

“Come, Boy,” she whispered, “Come and play.”
“I am too old and sad to play,” said the boy.

“I want a boat that will take me far away from here. Can you
give me a boat?”

kKK
Nhung cdu bé lai bo di bién biét.
Khi cau quay tro lai, cdy vui ming khon xiét.

“Dén day nao, hdi con,” cay thi tham, “Hay dén day choi

‘ 2

nao.
“Con gia r61 va buon dén ndi khong choi dugc,” cau bé dap.

“Con can mot chiéc thuyén dé ra di that xa. Nguoi cé thé cho
con mot chiéc thuyén dugc khong?

“Cut down my trunk
and make a boat,”
said the tree.

“Then you can sail away
and be happy.”

\ KoKk

“Hay dén than ta
lam thuyén,”
cay tra loi.

“Roi con ¢ thé chéo di xa
va hanh phuc.”
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And so the boy cut down her trunk...

Kk

Thé 14 cau bé don than cay...
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... and made a boat and sailed away.

Koksk

... va lam thuyén r6i giong budm di xa.

25



9¢

And the tree was happy...

ook

Va cay cam thay hanh phuc...

but not really.

*k K

nhung chuyén khong chi c6 vay.
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And after a long time
the boy came back again.

“I am sorry, Boy,”
said the tree, “but I have nothing
left to give you —

kokk

Bang di mot thoi gian,

cau bé lai quay ve.

“Ta xin 101, con y€u,” cay noi,
“nhung ta khong con gi

dé cho con nira -

My apples are gone.”

“My teeth are too weak
for apples,” said the boy.

“My branches are gone,”
said the tree. “You

cannot swing on them —*

“I am too old to swing

on branches,” said the boy.
“My trunk is gone,”

said the tree.

“You cannot climb —

“I am too tired to climb,”

said the boy.
“I am sorry,” sighed the tree.
“I wish that I could

give you something...
but I have nothing left.
[ am just an old stump.

[ am sorry...”

Téo ciing da hét roi.”

“Rang con da yéu, khong thé an
tao duoc nira,” cau bé tra 1o1.
“Nhiing canh cay cling khong
con,” cdy tiép tuc. “Con khong
thé vui dua véi ching —

“Con gia r0i, c6 con vui dua
duogc dau,” cau bé dap.

“Than cay cling khong con,”
cay ndi. “Con khong thé tréo 1én
dugc nira -7

“Con da qua mét moi va khong
leo treo duoc nira,”

cau bé noi.

“Ta xin 18i,” cay thd dai.

“Uéc gi ta c6 thé cho con

thur gi do...

nhung ta khong con gi ca.

Ta chi 1a mot goc cay gia.

Ta xin 16i...”
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“I don’t need very much now,”
said the boy,

“Just a quiet place to sit and rest.
[ am very tired.”

“Well,” said the tree,
straightening herself up

as much as she could,
“well, an old stump is good
for sitting and resting.
Come, Boy, sit down.

Sit down and rest.”

K

“Con khong can gi nhiéu nira,”

cau bé dép, And the boy did.
“chi can mdt noi yén binh dé ngoi nghi. o
Clonqp et 100l roL Va cau bé lam theo
“Vay thi,” cay noi, cang minh hét stc,

“day, goc cdy gia nay /a danh cho con.

Hay ngdi xudng day, con yéu.

Hay ngdi xudng day nghi di.”
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And the tree was happy.

kK

Va cay rat hanh phuc.

The end

R RS
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